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doubt, of finding out the thieves. A man, having
the appearance of a priest, next harangued the
whole body : each party in succession sang a war-
song, the chiefs going on one, and the men on
both knees. Each party now marched three times
round a space which described a circle; after
which, those under Chameleon suddenly started off
at full speed, and were immediately followed by
Cut-throat and his party, to the boundary of Hay
River. The stragglers of the former, in their flight,
disencumbered themselves of their yams, and cala-
bashes of palm-wine, which the others, on coining
up, amused themselves with breaking to pieces.
Thus ended this curious specimen of war-like
movements, which might appropriately be called
the Battle of the Calabashes; and is sufficient to
prove that a system of organization exists among
the people, and confirms our former opinions on
this subject: for, on our first landing at Baracouta,
we perceived they had guards regularly stationed
to watch and follow our movements. This system,
I have some reason to believe, extends itself into
the heart of the country, for, during my visit in the
interior, I was sensible the people were running
about at all hours of the night, ready for action.
This may probably be the result of necessity, as
the different tribes, if we are to judge from the nu-
merous large scars in various parts of the body,
are evidently engaged in frequent warfare with
each other.